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founder). There may be something historical in the tradition which makes
him the first Tirthankar.s

Indian Antiquary Vol. aX P: qg3.

Q. There is evidence to show that so far back as the first century B.C.
there ware people who were worshipping Rishabhadeva, the first
Tirthankaara. There is no doubt that Jainism prevailed even  before
Vaardhamanaa or Parashvanath. The Yajurveda mentions the names of
theree Tirthankaras-Rishabha, Ajitnath, and Arishtanemi. The Bhagavata
Puran endorses the view that Rishabha was the founder of Jainism.- Indian
Philosophy. Vol.l.P.3¢u.
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