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AN INTRODUCTION OF WRITERS OF THE BOOK
“SACHITTER BHAGWAN MAHAVIRA'
TWO BROTHERS-IN-FAITH COMMITTED TO LITERARY CAUSE

- Prof. Dr. Dharam Singh
Former Editor Encylopedia of Sikhism

Punjabi University, Patiala.

Ravinder Kumar Jain and Purshotam Jain are two brother-in-faith who are known for being pre-
mier in producing literature on Jainism in Punjabi. During their long association going back to almost
half a century, they have been always in the service of Jain Sadhus and Sadhvis and serving the
ferary cause by rendering, into Punjabi, their scriptural literature and writing about their religion and
history. They have followed entirely different professions-Purshotam is an industrialist dealing in steel
industry whereas Ravinder has been in Govemment Service, recently retiring as Assistant Agriculture
Offficer. They are known in the Jain world as ascertics in householder's life. | have know them for the
last about three decades and am witness to their piety in personal life, ever readiness to serve the
Jain Sadhus and Savhvis, and deep commitment to propagate Jain refigion and philosophy in Punjabi
language.

When | was asked by Ravinder Jain to write a few words on these prothers-in-faith, | felt honoured
as well as somewhat diffident. | took it as & matter of great honour and pleasure to acknowledge the
contribution macde by them to the Jain literature in Punjabi, but hesitation came from the fact that they
are the persons already known rather well in the Jain world throughout india. The Jain Sadhus and
Sadhvis, from the Acharya to an ordinary ascetic as well the devotees from different sects, acknowl-
edge their selfless service and constructive approach to each and every Jain cause. They need no
formal introduction, but | take this apportunity of introducing myself to the Jain worid through these
about these two ‘Brothers' and their works.

Purshotam Jain was bom on 10 November 1948 at Dhuri in Sangrur District of the Punjab. His
father, Shri Swaroop Chand Jain and mother, Smt. Lakshmi Devi Jain, were persons of religious
temperament. Purshotam spent his childhood in an environment saturated with deep faith and com-
mitment, and he enljoyed the company of the holy personages who happened to visit the town and
their home. He listened to the discourses of these Sadhus and Sadhvis and tried to flive in his life the
doctrines explained by them. As 2 result of these teachings, he imbibed a sense of detachment
towards worldly things and became maore attached to Lord Mahavira and his message of fove and
peace. Purshotam was against all sorts of violence and hatred from his childhood days and was more
inclined towards peace and hamony and spirituality. He lost no opportunity to be in the company of
any Jain ascetic visiting his town or near-abouts. Thus, along with his education in metters spritual
and religious, he continued with his secular education as well, graduating from the Punjab University,
Chandigarh, in 1968. In interest in religion and particularly Jain religion encouraged him to take up
Religion as an additional subject which he passed from the Punjabi University, Patiala in 1976.

Ravinder Kumar was bom on 23 October 1949 at Malerkotlain a family satuated in religious lore.
His father, Shri Mohan Lal and mother Smt. Bimta Devi, were desply religious couple. Ravinder Jain
spend his childhood in the religious environment and visited along with his parents, many Jain ascet-
ics in and around town. His keen interest in Jain teaching and deep devotion to Jain Sadhus and
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Sadhvis have been the high point of his personality. Throughout his life he has remained indined
towards spirituality and selfless service. He graduate from Punjabi University, Patiala. in 1972 and
passed Religion as an additional subject, along with Purshotam Jain in 1976.

A Chance encounter between Purshotam and Ravinder on 31 March 1969 at Malerkotla devel-
oped into a long-lasting friendship and soon they became brothers-in-faith. They used to visit together
various Jain holy persons, listen to their discourses and discuss with themn and between themselves
the paucity of literature in Punjabi language about the history and philosophy of the Jain faith. Ulitmately,
they took it upon themselves to prepare books in Punjabi giving fundamental information about the
faith. Soon they found in the highty revered and very well known Jain Sadhvi, Swaran Kanta Ji Maharaj,
a patron. She not only provided them moral encouragement and inspiration but aiso secured for them
from the community financial assistance for the Publication of various projects. Sadhvi Swaran Kanta
was an enlightment soul and very good orator. In fact, it was she who discovered and brought out the
literary potential in them. She once delivered the Acharya Atma Ram Memorial Lecture at Punjabi
University in them. She once delivered the Acharya Atma Ram Memorial Lecture at the Pungabi
University which was widely appreciated. The Mahavira Jain chair at the Punjabi Univeristy acknowl-
edge her contribution and honoured her with the title of Jaih Shashan Prabhavika,

Thus, Ravinder Jain and Purshotam Jain, pioneers in producing literature on Jainism in Punjab,
have been selflessly working in the field for the last about thirty years. [t will not be inappropriate to
say that they are perhaps the only persons to produce books on Jainism in Punjabi language, there
is a lot of literature available on Jainism in various other Indian languages, but no one else has sofar
done any significant work in Punjabi. Most of the Jain scriptural literature has been in Prakit/Ardh
Magadhi, the reason was to produce such literature in the language comprehensible to common man
and to falsify the myth that only Sanskrit was capable of expressing metaphysical/spritiual ideas.
However, these days even Prakrit/ Ardh Magadhi is not comprehended by a common devotee in
Punjabi where pesople have Punjabi as their mother tongue. During the reign of King Vikramaditya,
these scriptures came to be transeribed in Sanskrit when various Jain scholars and savant received
patronage, but none of these texts were attempted in Punjabi despite the fact that the region was
clossly associated with the life of Lord Mahavira and the development of Jain faith. Ravinder Jain and
Purshotam Jain took up the onerous task of rendering the more important of the scriptural texts into
simple and easily understandabie Punjabi as well as to prepare books on different aspects of the Jain
faith.

No doubt, Ravinder and Purshotam have been pioneers in producing literature in Punjabi on
Jainism, but this does not imply that they have not written in any other language. Prolific writers as
they are, they have produced several books in Hindi as well. For exampie, their Sachitra Bhagwan
Mahavira Jiwan-Charitra, ilfustrated biography of Lord Mahavira, which they took up under inspiration
of Sadhvi Sudha Ji (discipte of Sadhi Swam Kanta) and which has been edited by Sadhvi Smriti Ji, a
disciple of Sadhvi Sudha Ji. The book, based on the scriptural and other litrature belonging to Svetambar
and Digamber and other sects within Jainism, gives on authentic and comprehensive account of the
72 years-long life of Lor Mahavira. The book has bean widely appreciated ana has seen more than one
edition. They have also written a biography of Sadhvi Swam Kanta and an autobiographical book
entitled Astha Ki Qar Badhate Kadam {Moving Towards Faith).

Ravinder and Purshotam Jain have also contributed to various other books, fncluding volumes in
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honour of sadhus and sadhvis. The Mahashramni Abinandan Granth, a valume in honour of Sadhvi
Swarn Kanta, to which they contributed and which they co-edited, has been widely accepted in Jain
academic circles for some of the research papers it includes. The duo to Ravinder and Purshotam
seem to have been divinely blessed with not just the commitment but also the potential to produce
such a vast amount of literature. Also, they have the blessing of all Sadhus and Sadhvis in their
tradition to continue their noble work.

We find that their have not been many scholars especially in the field of religious studies who
might have worked together for long. There may be several reasons behind it, but it goes to the credit
of these two that they have continued working together for decades. Obviously, the main reason
behind their long association has been their humifity which many in the academic world lack. They
have no personal moftives excepts the desire to serve their mother-tongue and to carry the Jain
message to the Punjabi knowing people. They have been able to work as a team because they are
selfless and have the common objective to which they are deeply committed. This has led many to
say that they are one soul in two bodies.

If one tries 1o have a look at the list of books they have produced, one is wonder struck at the
huge amount of literature they have produced and are still producing almost all of their works are also
available on website, www.jainworld.com, which is accessed from about 150 countries in 27 language
aditions with 90000 hits per day. Thisis notan attempt to present a critique of all their works but it will
be worthwhile to make here a mention of the books they have authored, adited and translated.

Contribution of Purshotam Jain and Ravinder Jain to Punjabi Jain Literature inspired by
late Jain Nun “Upp Pariwartnl Shree Sawaran Kanta Ji Maharaj” Purshotam Jaln and
Ravinder Jain brothers have jointly presented number of books on Jain Religlon in Punjabi
Language. '

Transtation from Ardh Magdhi Prakrit into Punjabi {Gurumukhl Script)

Sr.No. Name of Book Publication year
01. Shree Utradhyan Sutra 1976
02. Shree Sutrakritang Sutra 1988
03. Shree Upasak Dashang Sutra 1976
04. Saman Sutra 2006
05. Dashve Kalik Sutra 2007
06. Bhagwan Mahavir De Chonve Updesh 1976
07. Updesh Rattan Kosh 2005
08. Nirevalika Sutra (5 Upanga) 2006
09. Ghachhachara 1997
10. Ghachhahara 1998
1. Sanstarik Prkirnak 1998
12. Rishi Bhashit Sutra 2007




Translation from Hindi (Devnagri) into Punjabi {Gurumukhi Script)

Sr.No. Name of Book Publication Book
ot. Bhagwan Mahavir-Sidhant te Updesh 1975

02. Jain Dharam Darshan 1999

03. Chanan Munara Mahavir 2008

04. Aatam Dhyan 2009

05. Bharti Dharma vich Mutki 2009

Translation from Sanskrit into Punjabi (Gurumukhi Script).

Sr.No. Name of Book Publication Year
01 Bhaktama Stotra 1985
02 Kalyan Mandir Satotra 1986
03 Sindhur Parikaran 2004
04. Prashanocter Rattan Malika 1987
05 Ath Prashanotra Rattan Malika 1987
06 Shri Sambeg Kandli Drum 2009
07 Satt Darve Panchasika 2008

Punjabi Jain literature {Gurumukhi Script).

Sr.No. Name of Book Publication Year
01. Bhagwan Mahavira : A Biography of Lord Mahavir 1978
02. Jain Dharam : Ek Sankhep Jankari 1988
3. Puratan Punjab vich Jain Dharam 1887
04. Jain Sahit Te Sanskriti Di Ruprekha 1976
05. Jain Agam ek Jankari 1978
o6. Bharti Sahit Vich Bhagwan Mahavir 1988
07. Jain Dharam De Itinask Mahapurakh 1988
08. Bodh Sahit Vich Bhagwan Mahavir 1999
08. Gandharwad 1988
10. Jain Kahaniyan 2009

Books in Hindi Written by Purshotam Jain (Edited by : Ravinder Jain)

Sr. No. Name of Book Publication Year
01 Aastha Ki our Badhte Kadam 2005
02. Anjane Rishte 1998
03 Smarpit Jiwan 1987

—
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Books in Hindi Written by Purshotam Jain & Ravinder Jain

Sr. No. Name of Boak Publication Year
01. Mahashamani 1887
02. Prachin Punjab Mein Jain Dharam 1999
03. Sachitra Mahavir Jivan Charitra Hl Edition 2008

Book in Hindi Written by Ravinder Jain

Sr. No. Name of Book ; Publication Year
01. Shramnopasak 1987
Edited Books

Sr. No. Name of Book Publication Year
01 Aasthanili 1987

02. Maha Shramni Abhinandan Granth 1999

03 Nirewalika Sutra (5 Opang) 1987

The labour of love put in by Ravinder Jain and Purshotam Jain has been acknowledge and their
work widely appreciated by the Jain World as well as by various other social and literature organiza-
tions. Though they live in humility and comparative obscurity yet many honours have come their way.
There have been innumerable occasions when they have been honoured by different organizations
within the Jain world, and the limitations of space may not allow mention of all of them. The President
of India Giani Zail Singh, invited them to the Rashtrapati Bhavan in Delhi and honouted them {on
26.02.1987) with the title of Sramanopasak. The Languages Department of the Punjab Government,
alits function at Sirhand on 25.12.1997, honoured them which a shawi and certificate of commenda-
tion. Their work has also been acknowledged by the UNESCOQ which honoured them with Hindi
Sahastra Sevy. The Jain World Foundation atAlphatretta, in the USA also acknowledged their contri-
bution to Jain tradition, and Ms Elizebeth Lehemann, Chairperson of the Award Committee of the
Foundation, called them the “Jewels of Jain World" and commended them “for their outstanding and
historical service of the cause of Jainism by bringing Jain literature in Punjabi langauge for the first
time in history." But none of these and various other honours and awards they have got has bone to
their heads and they continue to serve the cause dear to their heart with the same humility and
selflessness.

May God bless both Ravinder Jain and Purshotam Jain many a long and fruitful year ahead so
that they continue with their efforts to promote Jainism and in the process make human social life

meaningful and happy.
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