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SHRI PARVAT (SHRISHAIL) JAIN TIRTH
C.A. Rushabh R. Bhandari

The study of History of Jainism in the South India occupies
an important place in the study of history of South India as a
whole. The existence of Jainism in Andhra Pradesh as a prominent
religion during the Mauryan period is confirmed from the most
important commentaries on Ched Sutras' of Jaina canonical literature
and archaeological excavations in the Krishna valley”. With this
background I have traced references of an important Jain holy
place in Andhra Pradesh - Shri Parvat ( modern Shrishailam)
located in the Kurnool district. The literary references range from
1% century A.D till 14* century A.D. till 14* century A.D., covering
a period of 1400 years. These are presented here to showcase the
significance this place had for Jains since an early period. At the
end I have discussed an inscription of 17" century A.D relating to
the followers of Swetambar Sect of Jainism , found in the
Mallikarjuna Temple at Shrishailam.

1. Paum Chariyam

Paum Chariyam (Padma Charitra) is the earliest literary
work on life Padma (Rama) written by Acharya Vimalsuri of
Nailavamsha.

In the story of Anjanasundari it is said that when Hanuman
was a child, he fell down on the hill from a Vimana faring in the
sky and the peak of the hill was crushed to pieces, so he was
named Shrishaila. Thus the reference is to the Shrishaila or Shri
Parvat because it is further said of Siripura was situated on Shri
Parvat (85.26) which was under the rule of Hanumat.? Also there
is reference in the text that people of Shri Parvat hills became
allies of Rama (Padma) and fought with Ravana. This is one of
the earliest literary work in Jain literature referring to Shri Parvat.

2. Vasudevahindi
This prakrit was written by Acharya Sanghadasgani in 4°-
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5% Cent.A.D. In this work we have two different references to
Shri Parvat both associated with Jain monks. A poor woman named
Shridatta once visited Shri Parvat and paid homage to Sarwayash
Muni who in turn gave her sermons on Dharma. Inspired by her
sermons she performed the Dharmchakrawal Tapashya which
involved fasting for 40 days. In another instance, two sisters named
Kanakashri and Dhanashri visited Shri Parvat where they saw
Muni Nandangiri and paid their respects to him. Muni gave them
sermons on true form of Dhrama and both the sisters accepted to
follow the same*.

~ In this way we see that Shri Parvat was a place regularly
visited by Monks for practicing their authorities and general public
visted to pay their repects to them.
3. Varang Charit

Varang Charit has the honour of being the first Sanskrit
Mahakavya of Jain literature. It was written by Acharya
Jatasimhanandi of Kranur Gana and Yapaniya sanghas in the 7%
century A.D.

In this work, we are told that on the Sri Parvat , Sri Muni
performed rigorous penance for 1000 years.

fivdd #t: fFa d9eR qU weg IuHeEI |
(Varang Charit 25.57)
4. Chauppannamahapurisachariam

This prakrit work on 54 illustrious personalities of Jainism
was composed by Acharya Silanka of Nivrutikula of Swetambar
sangha in 9th century A.D. in the biography of Sagar Chakravarti,
we have reference of Shri Parvata . The sons of Sagar during
their excursion meet a Jain monk on Shri Parvata, who on their
request narrate the reason of his renunciation which includes
narrations of his past births too’. At the end of the narrative we
are told that Muni Rushabhasen had attained Kevalajnana and
Sidhagati® on Shri Parvat and because of this, Shri Parvat is also
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known as Siddhawada. Through this narrative Shri Parvat is
portrayed as a Sidhakshetra where Shramana Monks practiced
their religious austerities.

5. Harivansha Puran
It is authored by Acharya Jinasena of Punnata sangha in

8th Cent. A.D. in Sanskrit language. At the end of his work , the
author has compared his Harivansa Puran with Shri Parvat®.
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This comparison is very significant. This indicates the
importance of Shri Parvat as a holy place for Jains during Acharya
Jinasen’s period.

6. Trisastisalaka Purushacharitra

This work in Sanskrit language on the lives of 63 illustrious
personalities of Jaina faith was written by Kalikal Sarvajna Acharya
Hemachandrasuri of Shwetambar Sangh in 12th cent. A.D. In
order to glorify the holy Shri Parvata it is said that this mountain
resembled the mountain of gods (Meru) in beauty'. In this narrative
Sridatta meets a great muni named Satyayasas on Shri Parvat.
7. Akhyanakamanikesa

This work in prakrit language is devoted to Dharmakathas
and was composed by Acharya Nemichandrasuri (1073-1083 A.D)
and commentary was written by Acharya Amradevsuri in 1134
A.D. In the story of Naravikram we have reference to Shri Parvat.
Ghorashiva, a Mahavratika says that he came from Shri Parvata
and was going to Jalandhara in Uttarapatha'.

8. Kaharayanakosa (Katharatnakosh)

Written in 1101 A.D by Acharya Devabhadrasuri, this
work has twice mention of Shri Parvat. Firstly in
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Dhansadhukathanak ( story no. 8) where in it is said that a Jogi
named Diwakara got the knowledge of ‘Khanyavidya’ from a
monk who had attained the deep state of meditation. Second in the
Bharatnrup Kathanak it is said that a Gutikasidha purusha named
Anantketu used to reside on Shri Parvat'2.

9. Kalpapradeep ( Vividhatirth Kalp)

Written in parts by the celebrated Acharya Jinaprabhasuri
of Khartargacha order of Shwetambar Sangh in 14th century A.D.
This work is devoted to description of various Jain tirths spread
across India most of which the author had personally visited during
his life time. Apart from detailed description and history of major
Jain centres, Acharyashri has recorded the names of 84 Jain maha
tirths of his time through a separate list. This list records the
existence of Shri Parvata as a Jain centre with Lord Mallinath as
the presiding deity and the temple of guardian deity Ghantakarna®.

10. Dharmamrita

This important Kannada champu work was written in 1112
A.D by Nayasena. In this text we are told how the mountain got
its name in place of its existing name of Rishinivasa by way of a
narrative.

Shri Parvat or Shrishaila which was originally known as
Rishinivasa is said to have acquired the name on account of its
association with Sridhara. When Sridhara was engaged in austerities
under an Arjuna tree on the mountain, the heavenly angels paid
homage to him with an offering of Mallika flowers; hence the
place also came to be known as Mallikarjuna. In like manner
Sridhara attained Siddhi under a Vata or banyan tree in another
place and for this reason it was styled Siddhavata. The descendents
of Sridhara were nicknamed Mundiya-Vamsa. Testimony of more
than one epigraph is at our disposal to show that a part of the
present day Nellore district was known as Munda Rashtra or
Munda Nadu in the early centuries of the Christian era. Shri
Parvata and Mallikarjuna represent the well known Srisaila Mountain
in the Kurnool District.'*
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11. Other Literary references

In Mahavirchariam by Acharya Gunabhadrasuri we have
similar reference to Shri Parvat as contained Akhyanakamani Kosh.
In Vajjalaggam by Muni Jayavallabh reference to medicinal plants
of Shri Parvat is made.!

12. Shrishailam Epigraph

Now we reach the end of our literary references and
notice with sorrow the tragic doom that extinguished the last
remnants of the Jaina faith in the Andhra region. While recounting
the pious achievements of a Virashaiva chief named Linga, son of
Saanta, an inscription from Srisaila, dated A. D. 1512, tells us that
he took pride in cutting off the heads of Shwetambar Jainas. No
further details are forthcoming regarding the activities of this Linga
against his opponents of the Jaina creed. Though this piece of
information is meagre, it is full of significance when read in the
context of the entire history of Jainism in the Andhra country.
Firstly, it proves that Jainism had lingered on in the Andhra country,
particularly in the region of Srisaila, in spite of overwhelming odds,
till the period of the 16th century. Secondly, it testifies to the
prevalence of the Shwetambar sect in that land. Thirdly, it shows
the ruthless persecution by the followers of hostile creeds was
prominent among the causes that led to the extinction of the Jaina
faith in the Andhra Desha.!

In Velugotivarivamsavali , we have some further information
about this Veerashaiva Chief Saanta Linga. Gani Timma was a
subordinate of Krishnadevarayya of Vijayanagar Dynasty and an
elaborate account of his deeds is given in this Vamsavali. The
earliest of Timma’s deeds is his victory over Saanta Linga, as it
had taken place during the days of Krishnadevarayya (1509A.D.
-1529 A.D). Saanta was the pontiff of his separate matha in
Shrishailam and exercised some temporal power as the manager
of some of the properties of Mallikarjuna temple at Shrishailam.
The exact cause of Gani Timma’s conflict with this pontiff are not
known but his aggressive methods which he adopted in propagating
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his creed might have excited the anger of the enlightened emperor!”.
Especially the violence against the Jains on Shrishailam might have
led Krishnadevarayya to initiate action against this pontiff and
Timma who was commissioned to curb his activities loyally executed
the royal command.

13. Analysis and conclusion

The above reference in the Jain literature indicates that
Shri Parvat was acknowledged as a Siddha Kshetra (these are
places where monks or nuns who have attained Kevalajnana attain
liberation, these are treated as holy pilgrimage centres. Shatrunjay,
Girnar, Sammet Shikar, Abu, Mangitungi etc are some of the
famous Siddha Kshetras in Jainism.) This fact is clear with specific
reference being made in Varang Charitra, Chauppannamaha-
purisachariam, Trisastitisalaka Purusacharitra and Dharmamrita.
Further Ach. Jinaprabhasuri also confirms existence of Jain temples
on this hill. The references of Acharya Devabhadrasuri indicates
that this place was famous for attaining various kinds of Vidya
Siddhis by different types of Sadhakas. I need not comment much
on the epigraph of Shrishailam after which no reference is found
in Jain literature. Currently no Jain temple exists on the hill. Today
this hill is famous for the Mallikarjunaswamy Hindu temple which
is counted amongst the twelve Jyotrilngas.

To conclude I strongly express the need for systematic
archaeological excavations in this place which can through further
light on the connection of Jainism and Srisailam in particular and
Andhra Pradesh in general. Another important unanswered question
remains before us regarding the people who were persecuted on
this hill in 16th cent. Currently we don’t have any proper source
to trace the same but I would bring attention towards a possible
source for studying the religious violence against the Jain community
which is Kaifiyats compiled by Colin Mackenzie in 18th -19th
cent. together with non - Jain literature to arrive at better
conclusions. In the Warangal Kaifiyats Mackenzie has recorded
various instances of violence against the Jains based on the oral
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tradition of masses.
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