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PREFACE

The Book “Odisha me Jain Dharm” Authored by Porf. Lal
Chand Jain in Hindi is a right step in bringing to limelight the
glarious heritage of this land connected with Jainsim and Kharavel
for the benefit of the Hindi speaking people. It is indeed a long
felt need and the Utkal University of Culture have done a lot of
work in this regard under the able guidance of Porf. Jain.

Jainism grounded in reality of life and living with liberality of
mind and a broad outlook of universal piety became popular in
Orissa right from the beginning. In spite of the recognition of the
status of Tribarna and jain Siddhant the preaching of Mahavira
and the practice of Kharavel loosened the rigidity of casteism
and created favourable social system opening of the flood gates
for the poor and lowly. In a way it recoginised equality of men.
This singular factor was responsible for Jainism becoming the
facilitator to bring together everyone into a platform cultivating
brotherly love and universal peace. The rational explanation of
caste that men are born in lower and higher castes according 1o
their conduct in a former existence induced everybody that by
living a life of purity and conduct that one could achieve his
salvation and by this way, one can ensure his next birth in a higher
status as well. This humanist appreach of Jainism has been aptly
demonstrated by various activities of Kharavel as known from
Hatigumpha Inscription and the sculptural representation on the
caves found in Khandagiri and Udayagiri. Kharavel heralded a
new concept as a soidier and a savant, a conqueror and
administrator, a king and a sage. In fact, he has been depicted
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as a Rajashree as well as the upholder of aw, protector of law
and the executor of law aiming at bestowing the highest benefit
to men. Itis with this lived in personal example kharavel unveiled
a new religious faith and belief in Jainism which gave birth to
syncretic and synthetic humanism that made Orissa famous as a
tand of meaningful religious toleration. Buddhism, Jainism and
Brahminism moved together with least internal strives even with
different ruling dynasties professing different religious creed.

Prof. Jain has ably dealt with this aspect with suitable and
relevant references derived from the Hatigumpha inscription. His
attempt to codify the jain monuments spread in the nook and
corner of Orissa had made relevant contribution to the history
and popularity of jainism in Orissa.

I hope, this work will go a long way in projecting Jainism of
Orissa in the history and culture of India with specific contribution
of Kharavel for the spread of jainism.

s

(8.C. Panda)
Vice-Chancellor
Utkal University of Culture
Bhubaneswar
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"Owing to paucity of materials of positive nature, the exact date
of the begining of Jainism in Orissa can not be determined. However
from legendary and traditional accounts and indirect references it can
be reasonabaly traced back to a period much earlier than that of the
rise of Buddhism under Gautam Buddha.”
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(3-RR8&} HHMT® 5 The Jain Harivansa Purana records that Mahavir
preached his religion in Kalinga.
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41| The early read of Jainism in Orissa is evident from these traditions
and will not be unreason able to conclude that Jainism made it's first

appearance in this country in six century B.C. when Mahavira visit it .
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“Therefore the Nandaraja who took away the image of Jina from
Kalinga.... This reference is very interesting from the point of view of
ancient religion of Orissa. It points out that Orissa since the time of
mahavira contained to be the stronghold of Jainism in as much as the
Nandraja carried of the image of Jina as the highest trophy. It therefore
follows that Jainism was the major religion of Kalinga in the forth cen-
tury B.C. and we shall not be far from the truth, if we conclude that it
we its state religion.”
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“.... Mahavira visited it, and since then it continued to be one of
its major religions at least up to the end of the first century B.C. when
Kharavela's dynasty seems to have ended.”
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“The honoured real was an object of worship among the Kalinga
people who must have left and resented its loss. It there follows that
Jainism was the major religion of Kalinga in the fourth century B.C.
and we shall not be far from he truth if we conclude that it was its state
religion.

IR, TR 3 o I WA (Y.0) H HET 2 It therefore

follows that jainism was the major religion in the fourth century B.C.
and we shall not far from the truth, if we conciude that it was the state
religion.” '
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"There is however no reason to think that Jainism ceased to be
the dominant religion of Kalinga soon after its conguest by the Nandas.

It must have continued as the major religion of this country.” (S8
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“..... But it can not be imagined that Buddhism under Ashok
had completely custed the old religion of Jainism in Kalinga.”

“Jainism must have continued as one of the main religions of
Orissa after the Kalinga war of 261 B.C."
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“We do not know when Kalinga became free again, but it seems
being that she regained her independence in the region of one of Ashoka's

weak successors. As any rate there is fittle doubt that Kalinga had
become an independent country under Kharavela's dynasty of which

the Hathigumpha inscription provides us with definite information.”
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“Both Vimalsuri and Dhanapala describe Meghavahana as a
powerful and adventurous king according to Vimalsuri he got posses-
sion of the territory of Lanka where he established the rule of Vidyadhara
family. Dhanapala states that king Meghavahana acquired mastery
over aparajita Vidha (The becoming invincible} and satisfying Rajalaxrni
obtained royai glory. This seems to be a veiled reference to his exten-
sion of royal authority over Kalinga, which was great achievement.”
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The name of the son and successor of king Meghavahana is
not known from the literary works referred to above the second king of
the Chedi royal dynasty of Kalinga was very likely named chetaraja as
known from the Hatigumpha Inscription. This king had a premature
death when his son Kharvela was 15yrs of age. The young prince
assumed the reins of government as Youvaraja {Crown prince) and on
completion of the 24 yrs. was anointed as king of kalinga.

J.2¢ o ”'é: “In the contest with of the record .... there
can be no doubt that Kharvala who descented from two rulers belonged

to the Chedi royal family of Kalinga.”
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and not a convert like Ashoka.”
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indicates that kharavela was not only showing patronage to the Jaina
Arhats but also extending equal respect and hanour.
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is significant that the inscription while presinting these accounts de-

scribes Kharvela as a yati Jaina monk.”
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spiritual domination for several centuries with occasional setback
Khandagiri Udayagiri stand today as silent witness to the rise growth

and decline of Jain religious faith in Orissa.”
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