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On the most modern is an inscription in old Bengali dated 1383

of the Saka era, corresponding to A.D. 1455 recording the
dedication of some 1dols by Haripriva the favourite wife of a king

Statisticle Accounts of Bengal vol. XVII by W.W. Hunter.
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The origin of the caste 1s ascribed in the Brahma Vaivartha
Purana to the union of Jolaha man with a woman of the Kuvinda
or weaver caste. This however merely shows that at the time when
the puran was composed or when the passage was interpolated the
saraks had already taken to weaving as a means of livelihood. =

&. The people of India.
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Their name is variant of Sravaka the designation of the
Jainlaity, they are strctly vegetarians never eating flesh and on no
account taking life and if m preparing their food any mention 18
made of the word cutting the omen is deemed to disastrous that
every thing must be thrown away.
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In Orissa they (Saraks) call themsclves Buddhists and asscmble
once a vear at the famous Cave Temple of Khanda Gin near Cuttak
to make offering to the Buddhists images there and to confer on
religious matters:

But the survival of their ancient faith have not saved them Fm
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endogamous groups based partly on locality and punh on the i‘f.u:t
that some of them have taken to the degraded Mﬂhm of weaving
and now form a Hindu case of the ordinary Bpe s
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The Sculpture of Male figures Standing in pedestals and under
canopies with Egyvptian head dress, the arms hanging down straight
by their sides the hands turned in ang touching the body near the
knees. described by Licutenant Money and identified by Colonel
Dalton as images of the Tirthankaras of Jains are no longer before
Mr. Beglar's visit in 1972 °¢ |
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There 15 another of these Temples at Telkupi on the Damodar

and there 15 there an image still worshipped by the people in the
nctchbourhood which they call Birup. ...t is probably intended for

the 24th Tirthankara Vira or Mahavira, last Jain. ™'
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According 1o L adiion, the ILIHH'L’E al TGI'\UPI are ascribed lo
orchants and not to Raya or holvman and the inference is that a
I

aree trading scettlement sprung upto this point where the Damodar

River would present at any’ raie 1 ramy snaaons a very considerable
shstacle to the Travellers and Merchants, ™
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