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‘Banga’‘Bangla’ ‘Bangladesh’ 

‘BONGA’

SUN GOD 



BANS

 ‘The Kingdom of Anga Vanga and Magadha was formed

by the 10th century B.C. located in Bihar Bengal regions.Exact

origin of the word Bengla or Bengal is unknown. It is be-

lieved to be derived from the Dravidion speaking tribe Bang

that settled in the area around the year 1000 B.C.’’[

]













‘There is a description of the encounter between the

Pandus and the mighty ruler of the Vangas. while some of the

Bengali kings fought on elephants, other rode on ocean bread

steeds of the hue of the moon’.

[

]

‘Myths and legends of Gods and heroes current among

the Austrics and Dravidians, long attending the period of Aryan

advent in India (1500 B.C.) appeared to have been rendered

in the Aryan language in late and garbled or improved ver-

sion according to themselves to Aryan Gods and heroes of the

world and it is these myths and legends to Gods and sages we

largely find in the Puranas” [

*

]



‘The Mahabharat states that Anga included  -- Vanga,

that is, the deltaic Bengal  between the Bhagirathi in the west

and the Meghna-Padma in the east; if this be true, then the

Anga Vanga country included the whole of the Modern dis-

trict of Murshidabad”.

 ]



Dr. P.C. Das Gupta  “Among other

Tirthankaras Parsvanath and Neminath, before Mahavir, be-

longed to an age close to the threshold of history. It may be

recalled that 20 of the 24 Tirthankaras from Rasabhanath to

Mahavira attained their nirvana on the crest of the Sammeta

Sikhara, i.e the mount of  Parsvanatha in eastern India. Stand-

ing in a picturesque landscape of  Hazaribagh district close to

West Bengal the hill has both an idyllic and holy association.

It is sacred to the Jainas.”
         -Jainism in Ancient Bengal, P.C.Das Gupta



“Arhat Parsva the most respected of men, ordained the

sphere to be eternal, without a beginning and without an

end......”

                                       Bhagvati Sutra B K 5 Ch.I

“ The Jaina religious head Parashnath himself is said to

have preached Jainism in Sundarban, Vikrampur and

Manbhum areas of Bengali.”

             -East Himalayan Culture, Ecology and People









“Bimbisara, the first known Imperial monarch of Magadha,

conquered Anga and probably retained some form of control

over Radha,  included in Anga.”

-M.G. Pg-29



“At the dawn of the history, part of the district as

now constitued appears to have been included in the  tract

of  the  country known as ‘Rarh’ and part in the tract called

Vajjabhumi. The traditions of the Jains state that Mahavira,

their last great Tirthankara,wandered through these two tracts

in the 5th Century B.C and the description of them would  seem

to show that the eastern part of the district with its alluvial

soil, well watered by rivers formed part of Rarh while the

wilder and more rugged country to the west was aptly known

as Vajiabhumi i.e.the country of  thunderbolt.”

     -Bengal Gazettears

[

]



“The first recorded contact of Bengal With jainism was

marred by incidents which reflect great discredit on her

people. We learn from  the Acaranga Sutra that when Mahavir

as a naked mendicant in Ladha (ie Radha or western part of

undivided Bengal through its two divisions known as

Vajjabhum and Subbhabhumi he was attacked by the people

who even went to the length of setting dogs upon him”.

                                                                     -R.C Majumdar.

[



“ 

”

The Bhagawati Sutra describes in detail how Gosala,

after several unsuccessful attempts, was at last accepted as a



disciple by Mahavira at a place called Paniyabhumi. The story

, put in the mouth of Mahavira then proceeds :

aham.....gosalenam....saddhim Paniayabhumi chawasaim

viharithha. The normal meaning of the passage is that the two

lived together at Paniya bhumi during the next six years. But

this is in conflict with the statement in the Kalpa Sutra that

Mahavira spent only one rainy season in Paniyabhumi. As

according to the persistent Jaina tradition Mahavira led a

wandering life except during the rainy season, the expression

in the ‘Bhagavati Sutra’ evidently means that Mahavira and

Gosala fixed their headquarters at Paniyabhumi, wandering

about from place to place during the year, as described in

detail, year by year by Jinadasa-

                   R.C Majumder : Jainism in Anceint Bengal.

























‘The Kirrhadia of  Ptolemy, a country mentioned also

in the ‘Periplus’ as lying  west from the month of the Ganges

and the Skyritai of Megasthenes are Centons of  Kirata, one of

the branches of the orginal race the widest spread in Gangetic

India, and the most anciently known.”

                      - Ancient India.

‘The Kiraatas with their hair down up in knots shining

like gold and pleasant to look upon bold enough to move  un-

der water, terrible, veritable tiger men, so are they famed.”

      -East Himalayan Culture.



“In the Divyavadana and the Asokavadana, there is a

legend which states that the Buddha, on an urgent request of

Sumagadha, daughter of Anathapindada, the marchant disciple

of the Buddha arrived at Pundravardhana by an aerial route to



rescue her father-in-law’s family from the evil influence of

the sky-clad Nirganthas (jains)who were then most powerful

in Pundravardhana.”

     -R.L.Mitra, Nepalese  Buddhist Traditior,12 P.237.

The Jaina literature from the earliest time shows deep

knowledge and intimacy of Bengal. Thus among other in-

stances, the Bhagavati Sutra mentions Vanga as one of the 16

important Principalities, the Mahajanapadas, which flourished

in India during the advent of  Mahavira in the 6th century B.C.

“Sir R.G Bhandarkar, the doyen of Indian Indologists

was of the opinion that Bengal was brought within the Aryan

fold as a result of proselytising activities of Mahavira, the

last Tirthankara of Jainism and other Jainas,’’



“ In case of  Tamralipta it is to be noted  that at the

famous port of Tamralipta live the Merchant Tamali

Mangoputta,who became a Jaina recluse apparently in

Mahavira’s life-time-From  the account of  Bhagavati Sutra it

is known that it was a famous centre of Jainism, and the devo-

tees of Jainism probably inhabited in this place.”

“But some Jaina texts represent the allied peoples of Anga

and Vanga in a good light. Sylvain Levi observes, “For the

Jainas , Anga is almost a holyland. The Bhagavati places Anga



and Vanga at the head of a list of sixteen Janapadas, before

the Magadha. One of the Upangas, the Prajnapana, classes

Anga and Vanga in the first group of Arya peoples whom it

calls the Ksatriyas”. The list also includes Tamalitti,  i.e.the

people of  Tamralipta in West Bengal (Radh). (P.C.  Bagchi,

Pro-Aryan and Pre-Dravidian in India  (Calcutta,1929), P.

73) Pg.125

















Legends embedded in Divyavadana and Asokavadana  re-

veal that from the days of Gautama Buddha to the days of

king Asoka, Pundravardhana was mostly dominated by the

Jainas. On the Other hand, another old tradition reveals that

there were two ancient Jaina holy places at Pundravardhana,

one at Pundraparvata and other at Kotapura later Known as

Devakotta. Kottapura/ Koti Tirtha was considered to be the

most holy place because here mahamuni  Jambusvami attained

nirvana and cast his mortal body. All classes of  Jainas whether

monks or  lay-devotees used to come to kottapura/ kotitirtha

to worship the monument or the mausoleum of  the great saint

from far and near.”

                                             - Chitta Ranjan Pal



“On the basis of discussions made above, it is to be con-

cluded that the tradition of  Jambuswami’s association with

Chaurasia is a mid-Sixteenth century invention. On the con-

trary, Jambusvami’s association of Kottapur seems to be of

older origin. In the Brihatkatha Kosa (931 A.D) Harisena Suri

had made a hint to that direction. Regarding Bhadravahu’s

first acquaintance with Govardhancarya, the fourth

Srutakevalim, found Bhadravahu at play with other playmates

and took him to his disciplehood.”

                         -Mahamuni Jambu Svami and Bengal



 “The discus-

sions made above tend us to believe that Kotitirtha Kottapur

is an older pilgrimage centre, probably had its origin in the

Pre-Christian  centuries while Chaurasia as a pilgrimage centre

for the Jainas came into existence during the mid-Sixteenth

century. And as such there is no difficulty in assuming that

Jambusvami’s association with Kottapur or Kotitirtha made

it a holy Pilgrimage centre for the Jainas since the time of the

Fourth Srutakevalin or even earlier.”

                                                    - Chitta Ramjan Pal
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“The Jaina religion was firmly established in Bengal in

the Mauryan period more than two thousand years ago. The

Kathakosa preserved a tradition that the Jaina Preceptor and

saint Bhadravahu, who was a contemporary of Chandragupta

Maurya, was born at Devkot, also Known as Kotivarsa, in

north Bengal. The Place is identified with ancient Bangarh in

West Dinajpur District. After Bhadravahu his disciple Godas,

established an order known as Godasagana. Among the

branches of this order split up from the main church, the three

named as Tamraliptika, Kotivarsiya and Pundravardhaniya

evidently belonged to Bengal. While Tamraliptika refers to

the ancient city-port, Tamralipta,which lies buried at modern

Tamluk on the Rupnarayan in Midnapur district, the  other

two obviously belonged to the northern parts of Bengal cov-

ering the ancient Kotivarsa and Pundravardhana.

                                                   -J.J volxvii.No-3,pg 82



“One Monastic recluse of the Jainas is said to

have been found at Mainamati now in Bangladesh.

                  -Smt. Bandana Saraswati, Jainism In Bengal

“A site dated to 450 B.C has been excavated in

Narasingdi, Bangladesh. It may lead to the discovery of a part

of the Brahmaputra civilization. The archaeologists, however,

erroneously are trying to fit it into the Mauryan Empire, which

came into existence more than a century later. They also as-

sume that the people of the site traded with South-West Asians

and the Romans. This site is older than Pundravardhan site,

which has been dated to 370 B.C and some other ancient Ben-

gal sites”.

         -January 8th,2002 News source



“There is re-

markable similarities of arts and crafts of  Bengal with the

artifacts found in Mohenjodaro and Harappa.”

        -Dr. D.C. Sarkar



1. All the Indians are free and none of them is a slave. They

do not even use aliens as slaves and much less a countryman

of their own.

2. They live frugally. They observe good order. Theft is a

very rare accurrence. Their manners are simple. They have

no suits about pledges or deposits. They confide in each other.

Their houses and property they generally live are guarded.

They possess good, sober sense.

3. Indians neither, put out money at usuary not known how to

borrow. They do not do or suffer wrong. They neither make

contracts nor suffer securities.





‘There is an indirect evidence to  show that Jainism had

established its influence in the 4th century B.C. The

Hathigumpha inscriptions of  Kharavela tell us that this king

had brought back an image of the Jinas of Kalinga which had

been taken away by Nanda. He was evidently a king of the

Nanda dynasty who ruled over the Gangaridi or Gangaridai

and the Prasioi, mentioned by the Greek Writers. Inspite of

the loose manner in which these two terms are used by them,

it may be reasonably inferred from the statements of the Greek

and Latin writers that about the time of Alexander’s invasion

the Gangaridai were a very powerful nation ruling over the

territory about the mouth of the Ganges, and either formed a

dual monarchy with the Prasioi or were otherwise closely

associated with them on equal terms in a common cause against

the foreign invader. The Nanda King who carried the Jaina

image from Kalinga may be taken as the ruler of the Gangetic

Delta, and the carrying away of the Jaina image to preserve it

with care (for it existed unimpaired for 2 or 3 centuries when

Kharavela took it back to Kalinga) undoubtly shows a leaning

for Jainism either on the part of the king, or of the people, or

perhaps of both. Kharavela himself was a Jaina, and his own

action shows how much the king yearned for the possession

of a sacred image of a sect to which he was attached and it

would not be unreasonable to take the same view about the

Nanda king . It may of course be argued that if the Nanda King

in question had a very extensive territory outside Bengal,  his

own religious feeling might not have reflected that of  Bengal.

But as the Gangaridai were the people of Bengal primarily,

and the Kalinga was adjacant to this region, the view that the

carrying away of the Jaina Image by the king of Gangaridai

indicates the Jaina Influence in Bengal has a great degree of



probability.”

“The first Western reference comes from Alexander’s in-

vasion of India. Alexander had conquered much of the “known

world” and had defeated the western kingdoms of India. They

were stopped at the Magadha empire. The Greek Historians

suggest that Alexander retreated fearing valiant attacks of the

mighty Gargaridai and Prasioi empires which were located

in the Bengal region. Alexander’s  Historians refer to

Gangaridai as a people who lived in the lower Ganges and its

tributaries. These empires attest the level of organisation of

the peoples of Bangla region.”

 “ These names are again mentioned by

Diodorus. He describes Gangaridai as a nation beyond the

Ganges whose king had four thousand trained and equipped

elephants. Later Periplus and Ptolemy also indicate that Ben-

gal was organised into a powerful kingdom at the onset of the

first millennium A.D.”

‘Periplus of the Erythracan Sea’ 

“ When Greek historian Periplus talks about India in the

first century A.D. apparently he speaks of  Bengla. He

says,“There is a river near it called the Ganges “(Ganga)”....On

its bank is a market town which has the same name as the

river, Ganges (ganga). Through this place are brought

malabathrum and Gangetic Spikenard and pearls and Muslins

of the finest sorts, which are called Gangetic.”





 “The city  Katadupa which

this river passes,Wilford would identify with Katwa or Cutwa,

in Lower Bengal,which is situated on the western branch of

the delta of the Ganges at the confluence of the Adji. As the

Sanskrit form, of the name of Katwa should be Katadvipa

(‘dvipa’an island) M.D st. Martin thinks this conjecture has

much probability in its favour. The Amystis may, therefore,

be the Adji, or Ajavati as it is called in Sanskrit,”

                                                 -Ancient India P.189.





“Both the literary and archaeological evidences indicates

that Bengal had an early associatian with Jainism. Jainism

flourished in Bengal long before the Christian era and contin-

ued in its full form at least up to the 7th century A.D. Yet, the

predominance  of  Jainism at one time in Bengal” is hardly in

keeping with the very small number of images found repre-

senting that religion. Hence any and every discovery of Jaina

relics from this province deserves attention of archaeologists,

historians,  art lovers and by men alike. In this connection the



torso of a Tirthankara found in the ruins of  Chandraketugarh,

a well known archacological site of  West  Bengal deserves

special mention.

The figure was originally found by Mr.Yar Ali Mandal

living in the vicinity of ‘Khana-Mihir Dhibi  Mr. Mandal found

it on a marshy land (Beder Bil). Mr. Mandal also told me that

he also found small stone  elephant from the marshy land and

made it over to an unknown person-I do not know if the said

elephant was any part of the torso in my possession. Perhaps,

it could give, if properly examined an elephant for the identi-

fication of the image since elephant is the cognisance of

Ajitanatha.

This is a torso of a Tirthankar with Srivatsa marks on the

chest. Its nudity, the stiff straight rose of its arms hanging down

by its sides, indicative of  the Kayotsarga attitude, character-

istic of the Jainas, unmistakably  prove that it is the image of

one of the Tirthankaras.”

“In the above mentioned contexts, the torso from

Chandraketugarh, which has the closest resembrance with the

Lohanipur Torso, represents the oldest Jaina image extant in

Bengal. So the importance of  the said image is indeed great.”

“The present 24 Parganas represent one of the oldest parts

of Bengal and was the meeting ground of different faiths. A

considerable number of Jaina images have been discovered

from both the northern and southern parts of  the district. It is

probable that some Jaina viharas also existed here  in the

past.”

“Late D.K. Chakravorty of the State Archaeological

Gallary,West Bengal, referred to a terracotta seal depicting a

stupa and torana with a seated peacock upon it. He could not

confidently associate the seal with Jainism as no definite Jaina



objects were yet found from Chandraketugarh or its

neighbourhood. But now there is no doubt that Chandraketugarh

was a centre of Jainism.”

-J.J. Volxvii

“That  Jainism  was  in a flourishing  condition in

Pundravardhana in the 3rd century B.C. during the reign of

Asoka is evident from another  legend embodded in the

“Divyavadana”. This legend relates that the lay divotees of

the Jaina community of  Pundravardhana had painted a pic-

ture which had shown the Buddha falling at the feet of Jaina.

Being enraged at this news Asoka killed 18 thousand Ajivikas

in a day (in Chinese translation in place of

Ajivikas,Nirgranthas have been mentioned.)”

“ Thus, it will be found that the Nirgranthas gained a

strong ground in Bengal as early as the age of the Imperial

Mauryas. As an Emperor ruling from Patalipura Asoka was

well aware of  the popularity of the religion of the Nirgranthas

and the institution of the Ajivikas. He honoured diverse reli-

gious schools with a prediction for the doctrine of  Buddha in



a country distinguished  by the age-old  civilization of  deva-

worshippers. As for Bengal the ‘Divyavavadana’ refers to

the Nirgranthas of  Pundravardhana during the life time of

Asoka. It may be noted that very recently a terracotta votive

plaque visualizing the sacred wheel and the triratna flanked

by what appears to be a goose has been unearthed at Farakka

in Murshidabad district. On stylistic and stratigraphic grounds

the object is datable to the Maurya-Sunga period. The plaque

recalls the symbolic motifs of the Jaina Ayagapattas.”

                                               Jainism in Ancient Bengal

                 J.J.vol.xvii No.3.pg.82



Dr. R.C. Majumdar 

“ An inscription discovered at Mathura but now in

Calcutta  Museum, records the erection of a Jaina image in

the Year 62 at the request of a Jaina monk who was an inhab-

itant of Rara. Rara is very probably Radha, a well known

variant of Radha (in Bengal) and the date is to be referred to

the kushana era and  therefore, equivalent to about 150 A.D”



 

“ One of the most important records on Jainism in Ben-

gal is the Copper Plate incription from Paharpur (Rajshahi)

in Bangladesh. Dated in the Gupta era 159 (478-79)A.D. it

records a gift of land by a Brahmin couple for a Jaina Vihara

at Vata Gohali. The Vihara,i.e. the monastic establishment,

belonged to the Nirgrantha Acarya Guhanandin of the

Pancastupa section of Banaras. On the site of this ancient Jaina

Vihara was later on erected a Buddhist monument of outstanding

plan and design which has been laid bare by excavction at

Paharpur. It is possible that great temple with the terracces

and the paved platform in the centre was inspired by the sym-

bolic construction of a Jaina shrine conforming to the

architactonic type of a Caumukha. Such a suggestion was made

by K.N. Dikshit, the excavator. “ In this connection,” says

Prof. S.K. Saraswati,” We should also take into account a

particular type of temples at Pagan in Burma, which may be

described as an adaptation of Caumukha shrines of the Jainas.”

The History of  Bengal, edited by

Dr. R.C. Majumder, Dacca,1943p.507.

“ The recently excavated structures were built in pre-

Pala period. “Most probably the structure of a temple was

built by followers of Jaina religion”-Pahapur Monastery.”



“ In the early phase of Gupta expansion, they defeated

Bengal and annexed her, Two Varman kings of Bengal are

defeated. This is the first mention of the Varmans. As Bengal

came under their rule, Tamralipta again served as a major

port. Once again under the Guptas, India became a great na-

tion,  in strength, culture,  spirituality and science.

The Varmans as will be seen are very active throughout

Indian history. They come from Dravir lineage in Bengal, and

south India.



“ Sasnka accupies a prominent place in the history of

Bengal. He is the first known king of Bengal who extended

the kingdom beyond the geographical boundaries of the present

state of West Bengal. He was a vassal chief of the Maukharies

of Magadha. It has been said that he was either a son or a

nephew of Mahasena Gupta, thereby a later Gupta  himself.

But most scholars think that he was a vassal chief under

Mahasengupta though not related to the latter by kingship ties

. There is hardly any doubt that the whole of  Radha, includ-

ing some portion of  Vanga,  like Bagri, were within his do-

mains.”

“ King Sasnka of Gouda has been accused for persecut-

ing both the Buddhist and the Jains. However, from a perusal

of the evidence of Aryamanjusrimulakalpa, it seems that the



torture and persecution suffered by the Jainas were more pain-

ful than that suffered by the Buddhists. Perhaps the numerical

superiority of the Jainas to the Buddhists was the cause of

heavier punishment for the Jainas,”

                                                              -J.J.volxvi No.3

“But Sasanka was a bitter enemy of the Jainas. The au-

thor of Arya-Manjusri-Mula Kalpa states that Sasanka has de-

stroyed the rest houses of the Jainas throughout the world i.e.his

kingdom. The fact that Sasanka was a follower of the sect

founded by Mahavira (i.e.Jainism) and that he persecuted the

Jainas should not stand  in the way of the proposed hypothesis

or suggestions. The famous Pallava king Mahendra Varman

was originally a Jaina, but when he was converted to Saivism

by the saint called Appar, he did not hasitate to slay thousand

of Jainas who refused to follow him in matter of religion. It is

also a well-Known fact that in India Hindus converted to Is-

lam persecuted their former co-religionists more severely than

the born-Muslims.

JJvol/xvi N0-3





HIUEN TSANG’S  ACCOUNT  OF

KARNASUVARNA

“ Karnasuvarna was one of the ancient capital of Sasanka,

the first independent ruler of Bengal, who ruled over the king-

dom of Gouda (Old name of Bengal) from 600-638 AD. It

also contains the ruins of the ancient University of

Raktamrittika Mahavihara, a leading educational institute of

its time visited by the famous chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang.

The account left by Hiuen Tsang in his itinerary Si-Yu-

Ki, is the only written record of the flourishing urban settle-

ment of  Karnasuvarna and Raktamrittika Vihar. According to

his account Hiuen Tsang moved from Tamralipta (Tan-mo-li-

ti), currently Tamluk in Medinipur to Raktamrittika (Lo-to-

mi-chih) Vihar.

 Hiuen Tsang gives a graphic description of

Karnasuvarna, which acquaints us with the locality and its

people. According to him, “The country was well inhabited

and the people were very rich. The land was low and moist,

farming operations were regular; flower and fruits were abun-

dant, the climate was temperate and the people were of good

character and were patrons of learning,” This description in-

dicates the prosperous state of the country,”



“ We shall not be far wrong, if we suppose, that the tor-

ture and the persecution suffered by the Nirgranthas or Jainas

were not less severe than that experienced by the Buddhists.

For the Gouda  king had destroyed all the ‘Vasatis’ or living

places and rest houses of the Jainas  throughout the world

i.e.throghout his kingdom and expelled them (i.e Nirgranthas

or Jainas) therefrom. Further, it is this persecution, which is

one of the many factors that lie behind the sudden eclipse of



Jainism from Bengal for a period spreading over a century or

more.”

        JJ,July 191,P.12













“It (Mayanirukti) treats of illusion and speaks of maya as

magic. Some consider it to be magic and some think it to be

true. For the satisfaction of illusions, the Yogin may enjoy all

good, things of the world which come to him of their own

accord, because he enjoys them as maya.”.

“But a true Yogi should have the Earth for his bed, the

quarters for his cloth and alms for his food. He should have

forbearance all phenomena because they are not produced and

his benevolence should be perennial.”

“In ‘Maya Nirukti,’ the criteria set for true Yogin or as-

cetic by Advayavajra are found in the following couplet :-

“ Mahi  sayya, diso vaso bhiksa bhaktam ca bhojanan

 ajata dharmata ksantih kripana bhagavahini.”

So,we may conclude without hesitation that

Advayavajra in depicting the characteristics of the Yogins or



ascetics had before him the potrait of the ‘Jinakalpi’ or ad-

vanced Digambara ascetics who were well-known for their

hard and strict monastic life and who were, perhaps, very

numerous at “Devakota/Devikota at Kotivarsa Visaya  in the

Bhukti of Pundravardhana (North Bengal) during the  elev-

enth  century A.D.”





“ Bappabhattir bhadrakirtir Vadi Kunjarakesari

Brahmacari Gajovaroraja Pujita Ityapt.”

The couplet means that Bappabhattisuri had a second

name, Bhadrakirti; he was proficient in dialectics, he had van-

quished a disputant, obtained for himself the title “ The lion

who defeated the elephant in debate”. He was the greatest



Brahmacari or the most punctilious observer of the vows of

chastity among the monks and was honoured by the royal per-

sonalities of the time”.

“This attitude of  Dharmapala to Bappabhatti and to his

faith was construed as conversion of  Dharmapala to Jainism.

‘‘It has been already stated that Bappabhatti was invited

by king Dharmapala to enter into a religious debate with a

great Buddhist Scholar Vardhanakunjara whom he eventually

defeated and earned for himself the grand designation of “

Vadi Kunjara Kesari” the lion who defeated the elephent in

argument.

                               Mrs. Stevenson, Heart of Jainism.



“ The present writer is of the opinion that Vardhana

Kunjara of Jaina tradition and Purnavardhana of  Lama

Taranath’s book is identical and the same person. Lama

Taranath in his famous book “History of  Buddhism in India”

has put up a list of Buddhist preachers, teachers and scholars

who illuminated the horizon of Eastern India during the reign

of  Dharmapala. In that list Purnavardhana accupies a pre-

eminent place among the Buddhist Acaryas.  And to

Purnavardhana Tibetan Tanjur attributes the authorship of a

commentary on Abhidharmakosa and an abridged version of

the same. It seens that Vardhanakunjara of Jaina tradition and

Taranatha’s Purnavardhana is one and identicial person and

this misfortune being defeated by Jaina Acarya

Bappabhattisuri.”

In fact, the long sojourn of Bappabhatti to Bengal, the

vain but bold claim of conversion of  Dharmapala to Jaina

Faith, the  discomfiture of a Buddhist scholar in a religious

debate, all these fact unerringly point to the vigorous exist-

ence of the Jaina community in an age when Buddhism was in

resurgence in Bengal.” 

Dr.Chittaranjan Pal





“In August 1587, Akbar sent Said Khan as his Sipahasalar

or Governor for the Subah of Bengal. It seems that he was



probably able to bring the present Murshidabad, or at least its

Bhagirathi riparian part, under his effective administration.

For it seems that during his tenure as the Mughal Viceroy of

Bengal that the foundation of the town of  Maqsudabad was

laid by his brother Maqsus Khan or Kakhsus Khan.”

“According to Riyas-us-Salatin, the place was Called

Maqsusabad after a merchant named Makhsus Khan who built

a Sarai there. This Makhsus Khan finds mention in the Ain-i-

Akbari of Abul Fazl, as a noble man. It appears from the nar-

rative of Riyaz-us-Salatin that by the end of the sixteenth cen-

tury, the area occupied by the end of the town of Murshidabad

was placed on regular trade route and the number of traders

using the route had became quantitatively so significant as to

merit the establishment of a rest house.”

“On March 1594, Said Khan was replaced by Raja

Mansingh as the Mughal Viceroy of  Bengal. Saddened by

personal losses and shaken by  Bengal climate Man Singh

retired to Ajmir in 1598 leaving behind a deputy to govern

Bengal Subah from Rajmahal, the new capital. Taking advan-

tage of the general’s absence, Usman Sajawal, other turbulent

Pathan chiefs, Kedar Rai and other  Zamindars, who had ear-

lier made deceptive submissions, rose in revolt and caused

heavy losses to Mughal detachments placed at various points.

Man Singh hastened back to  Bengal and pushed on to face the



rebels in East Bengal. In a single battle of Sherpur Atai, within

Khargram Police Station area of the modern Kandi Sub-divi-

sion, on 12th February 1601. Man Singh inflicted a decisive

defeat on the combined army of the rebellious Afghan and

Pathan chiefs of the East, South and South-West Bengal.







“All these places (Cassimbazar and the adjacent villages

were originally situated on a curve of the river Bhagirathi,

but seventy years ago a straight cut was made forming the

chord of the curve changing the course of the river. This engi-

neering operation was followed by the breaking out of epi-

demic fever, which in virulence and mortality, is unparalleled

by any pestilence since that, which destroyed Gaud. The old

Channel survives as a khal which is used by boats in the rains.

It is curious that it is called Kati-Ganga as if it were an artifi-

cial Channel and there is tradition that the sahebs cut a chan-

nel and brought the river out to the north of  Faras danga.

There are also some artificial tanks some of which are large

enough to be called lakes. The largest is the Sagardighi,

sheikhadighi etc.”



“ We posses an early record of about 5th Century A.D.

engraved on a stone in Malaya Peninsula which contains a

prayer for the sucessful voyage of Mahanavik (Great Cap-

tain) Budha Gupta, an inhabitant of Raktamrittika. It shows

that men belonged to this locality near Murshidabad city, were

great sailors in the early centuries of the Christian era and

made voyages across the Bay of Bengal to South-East Asia.”

‘Discovery of

India’ “ Clive describes Murshidabad in Ben-

gal in 1757, the very year of  Plassey, as a city as extensive

populous and rich as the city of London, with this difference



that there are individuals, in first possessing infinitely greater

property than the last.”

 “In or about 1202 AD Lakshman Sen was surprised and

ran over to Nadiya (Navadvipa) by Baktiyar Khalji’s son

Mohammad Khalji, who laid the foundation of a more or less

independent administration in the central Bengal. From this

time onwords to the time of  battle of Plassey the history of

Murshidabad is replete with many incidents and  anecdotes

more specially during the 17th and 18th centuries that inter-

vened between end of Sena rule in Bengal and establishment

of the Makhsudabad or Makhsusabad during the time of Akbar.”

D.K. Chakravorty,

        Superintendent of Archaeology

         West  Bengal



“ Tradition ascribes that the last of the Jain Tirthankaras

Lord Mahavira visited some parts of the country of Radha

and it may not be improbable that western portion of the present

district of Murshidabad as falling within the ancient division

of Radha was also sanctified by the visit of the propagator of

Jainism”.



“In ancient times when the Palas ruled over Bengal,

these places were known to be the habitat of Digambar Jains

and Jaina Temples were found all over the Rarh area. In the

old record of Kandi Raj Family, it was found that Dihi

Jaineswar near Dihi Kiritkona was famous for its Jaina temple,

where an image of Lord Parshanath, made of emereld was

worshipped. This Jaineswar temple was famous in the 12th

and 13th centuries and in all probability Dihi Jaineswar had

its name altered to Azimganj during the Muslim Period,”

-Kamal Bandopadhyay



“The Saktipur Grant Issued in the 6th regnal year of

Lakshman a Sena recording some grant of land and describ-

ing the patakas in which those were situated is perhaps the

last record recovered from Murshidabad district before the

coming of the muslims where from we get some geographical

information of Murshidabad during the latter part of the 12th

century A.D. Thus the pataka Varahakona mentioned in this

inscription may be identified with Barkona, ‘a well known

ancient locality close to Panchthupi in the Kandi sub-Divi-

sion.”



Murshidabad is a famous place of pilgrimage for devout

Jains, and every year hundreds of  Jains from Rajasthan, Gujrat

and other states of India visit Azimganj and Jiaganj as also

the famous old temples of the Seths at Mahimapur. These

temples are well-known  to the Jain community, and some of

them had very ancient images of Jain Tirthankars.

Azimganj is the home of the Jains, whose ancestors

emigrated to this suburb of the old capital of Bengal in the

18th century,”

          -Jain Temples of Murshidabad









“ Jain Temple of  Murshidabad”  



“ Some of the metal images in the Jaina temple of

Azimganj bear inscription on their backsides . Deciphering

of these inscriptions is not easy. But some images made of

eight metals, show very ancient dates. One image in

Chintamaniji temple bears a date of 1019 Samvat, and some

other bear the dates showing the craftsmanship of two to three

centuries old. In Shantinath temple, an idol  bears a date of

1553 Samvat and the old image of  Neminath has the year

1507 Samvat inscribed on the back. But the old stone image

of Sambhabnath near Baranagar is more than five feet in height

and is perhaps the largest Jains image in any temple of the

three eastern states of India. The Jaina temples of Murshidabad

are still attractive to all sections of people.”

                                 -‘Jaina Temples of Murshidabad.’
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“The Jaina Temple attached with the garden  house of

late Rai Lachhmipat Singh Dugar Bahadur at Kathgola, is also

a place of interest. This temple was built at a later date and

was sanctified with stone images of Padmaprabhu, Adinath

and Parshanath. It attracts attention of Jain Pilgrims from far

and near and is well maintained.”



“ Mahimapur, where the ancient house of the Jagatseths

was situated, is now barran except a  few mounds covered by

jungles. Portions of the old dilapidated walls made of small

thin bricks are concealed in thickets. The famous Rung Mahal

Palace of the Jagatseths are gone. Much water has flowed

down the Bhagirathi since the Seth brothers were taken cap-

tive by Nabab Mir  Kasim on that fateful night of April,1763,

and were thrown into the Ganga from Monghyr Fort.

The stately mansion of the Jagatseths stood on the east-

ern bank of the river, which ravaged the greater part of the

palace including three temples. Among these temples there

was a Hindu temple, built of  Dutch Porcelain tiles by Jagatseth

Hurrek Chand in 1798. Other two were Jain temples built by

the First Jagatseth Fatch Chand in 1702. When the old temples

were in tottering condition, Jagatseth Golab Chand removed

the valuable stones and heaped them in his new palace com-

pound. His son, Jagatseth Fatchchand, the last Jagatseth,built

the present temple with one of the two sets of valuable kasauti

stone slabs, so long preserved. Another set of slabs was care-

fully left apart but the third set was swept away with the temple

by the Bhagirathi long ago.

The front of the present Jagatseth Temple was panelled



with Dutch tiles showing Biblical thems and the temple built

in 1903, speaks feebly of the grandeur that had been associ-

ated with the Jagatseths.  Later the Dutch tiles were removed.

According to the history preserved by the Seth Family, Seth

Mainkchand who accompanied Murshidkuli khan to

Murshidabad from Dacca received these Kasauti stone slabs

from the Nabab as a present or on an ancient Hindu temple,

were brought from the ruins of Gour. Manik Chand started the

temples and Fateh Chand completed the works. But the temples

were  ruined in course of time and Faheh Chand II rebuilt the

temple. The Seth family had jain images made of pebbles,

crystals and other precious stones, one of them a crystal im-

age of Lord Kunthanath bore  a date of 1664 with the price

Rs,80,000 inscribed thereon. The Seth’s temple now has there

images of Jain Tirthankaras Mallinath, Parshanath and

Rishavadeva, and Parshanath is the central figure”,



“ The temple of Neminath at Cossimbazar was perhaps

the oldest Jain temple of Murshidabad District. At present the

temple is totally gone and the images of the temple were re-

moved else where .This Jain temple once contained the im-

ages of all the Tirthankaras of the Jains. This temple was on

the south western bank of the Cossimbazar river, the main

channel of the Bhagirathi now Known as Kati-Ganga, and was

a place of Jain pilgrimage even in the 19th century. This temple

was the central place, around which the Jain community lived

during the heydays of  Cossimbazar. When the Neminath temple

fell in ruins, the images were removed to different places and

re-instated in new temples. Some of these old images are now

in Jain temples at Azimgang, Lalgola and even at Rajshahi,

and are being still worshipped by the devotees.”





The contemporary Muslim historians wrote  that Seth

Manik Chand had huge amount of gold and silver which could

not be measured in any terms. He had a huge stock of emer-

alds. Proverbially it was said that he could stop the flow of

river Ganga by constructing a wall of gold and silver across

its stream. It is believed that of him in those days. Several

times his wealth was looted but he continued to remain the

richest person”.









“When Seth Manik Chand established his kothi at Dacca,

the then capital of Bengal, there was a political shake in the

country. The Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb was losing his in-

fluence and the chiefs at distant places were increasing their

personal influence and power to establish independent states.

Aurangazeb had appointed Murshidquli khan as Diwan of

Azimushshan, the nawab of  Dacca. Intelligent, courageous

and, both Murshidquli Khan and Seth Manick Chand, who

had brotherly affection for each other, wielded great influ-

ence and power in Dacca. Seth Manik Chand had much helped

him in becoming the Nawab of Bengal. The town of

Murshidabad along river Ganga was setup with joint efforts

of  them both. Seth  Manik Chnad invested heavily to make it

a prosperous town. They sent an annual revenue of rupees

two crores to Aurangzeb in place of the existing revenue of

rupees one crore and thirty lakhs. Pleased with this, Aurangazeb

shifted the capital from Dacca to Murshidabad. Azimusshan

remained only a titular chief. The people of  Bengal, Bihar

and Orissa regarded Murshidkuli Khan and Seth Manik Chand

as uncrowned princes of their heart. Seth Manikchand always

generously helped the poor, redeemed the miseries of the op-

pressed and the peasants and made their condition better both

financially and socially. Bengal became much peaceful and

prosperous as a result of his fiscal policies and development

of trade and commerce by him.”

-Jagat Seth of Murshidabad, Progressive Jains of India.



“On receiving the Farman for his  appointment as Diwan,

Seth Manikchand met Murshidkuli Khan and removed the mis-

understanding from his mind. With his consultation he wrote

to the Emperor that though he accepts the post but again hands

it over to deserving Murshidquli Khan. It shows the great char-

acter of Seth Manik Chand. He tackled the Order about re-

leasing the land to the English very intelligently and managed

that instead of transfer of land to them the English may do

business in the area without paying custom tax.

The entire revenue of Bengal,Bihar and Orrisa was col-

lected by Jagat Seth and the currency minted by him was used

in these three states.”

-Progressive Jains of india.









“ The importance of Manikchand may be realised from

the fact that in 1712, during the fight for succession Azimushan

declared himself  Emperor, Manikchand received a siropa

and an elephant, and his nephew an elephant from the State,

for their support. In the same  year, when Farrukh Siyer

enthroaned himself at Patna and proceeded to compete for the

Delhi throne, he took loan from Manikchand to finance his

endeavours. Soon after his accession, Farruk Siyar honoured

Manikchand with the title of Nagar Seth (the city banker).

Manikchand died in 1714, but  before his death the banking

house was firmly estabblished in Murshidabad. He was suc-

ceeded by his nephew Fatehchand. Fateh chand was adopted

by him as a child and he has trained him up a banker and

clever diplomat.”



‘‘In 1723 Fatehchand got the title of Jagat Seth from the

Emperor on the recommendation of  Murshidquli. An English

Company record says that Murshidquli had ‘Fleeced’ five lakh

rupees from Fatehchand in 1723, as a price for the confer-

ment of the title. Jagat Seth became the most influential pri-

vate person in Murshidabad.”

                                   -West Bengal District Gazatteers



He (Fatehchand) had about this time married his youngest

grandson named Seet Mohtab Roy to a young creature of ex-

quisite beauty, aged about eleven years. The fame of her beauty

coming to the ears of the Sarfaraj Khan he turned with curios-

ity and lust for the possession of her, and sending for Juggaut

Seth demanded a sight for her.

-Holwells Interesting Historical Events. Pt. I. Chapt. II p-70





“In 1732 when the English East India Company sent Rs.

1,50,000 to Patna, they borrowed the amount from the House

of Jagat Seth. At Kasim Bazar, the servents of the company

borrowed Rs.2,00000 from the House. The Company was ir-

ritated but had to admit that if they were to trade in Bengal.

Fateh Chand must be satisfied and the house must be kept in

temper.

“Fateh Chand’s nearness to the political supremos in Delhi

and Murshidabad gradually led to his involvement in the poli-

tics of the period. The European Companies courted him for

his word carried great weight with the Nawab and the Mughal

Emperor. Whenever they needed some favour from the Nawab

or the Emperor, they routed their request through the House of

Jagat Seth.’’

 “ The major sources of the huge income, tremendous

power and great prestige of the house of Jagat Seth were de-

rived from their forms of Murshidabad and Dacca mints, two-

thirds of the province’s revenue collection,their control over

rates of exchange, interest rates, bill-broking and the provi-

sion of credit.’

The economic importance of the House received  impe-

tus when it was called upon to remit the annual tribute of the



Subah to Delhi.

The existence of branches of the House in all the impor-

tant trade centres in eastern, northern and western India, en-

abled the House to carry on the work of transmission of money

through hundis. This was a very important segment of their

activities.  A contemporary author noted that a darshani hundi

between  rupees fifty lakhs and one crore could be drawn in

the time of Seth Fateh Chand. The prosperity of the House

was so well established that even when the  Marathas in 1742

looted Rupees two crores from the House of Jagat Seth, its

liquidity was not impaired. In 1747 the Chief of the Dacca

Factory of the English East India Company received Rs. One

Lakh by means of a hundi sent from Kasimbazar and discounted

by the House of Jagat Seth.”



“ Their riches were so great, that no such bankers were

ever seen in Hindusthan or Deccan, nor was there any banker

or merchant that could stand a comparison with them,  all

over India. It is even certain that all the bankers of their time

in Bengal, were  either  their factors, or some of their family.

Their wealth may be guessed, by this only fact. In the first

invasion of the Marathas,  and when Moorshoodabad was not

yet surrounded by walls, Mir-habib, with a party of their best

horses,  having found means to fall upon that city, before Aly-

verdy khan could come up,  carried from Jagat Sett’shouse

two crores of rupees in Arcot coin only; and this religious

sum did not affect the two brothers,  more than if it had been

two trusses of straw. They continued to give afterwards to

Government, as they had done before, bill of echange, called

darshani hundies, of one crore at a time by which words is

meant, a draft, which the acceptor is to pay at sight, without

any sort of excuse. In short, their wealth was such that there is

no mentioning it without seeming to exaggerate, and to deal in

extravagant fables. Thousands of their agents and factors have

acquired such fortunes in their service, as have enabled them

to purchase large tracts of land and other astonishing posses-

sions.’’

                   Seir Mutaqherin,Trams. Vol.II.P.P-226-227

Robert

Ormey

“ Mirza Mahmud Siraj, a youth of seventeen years, had

discovered the most vicious propensities, at an age when only

follies are expected from princes. But the great affection which

Aldaverdy (Ali Vardi) had borne to the father was transferred

to this son, whom he  had for some years bred in his own



palace, where instead of correcting the evil dispositions of

his nature, he suffered them to increase by overweening in-

dulgence : born without compassion, it was one of  the amuse-

ments of  Mirza Mahmud’s childhood to torture birds and ani-

mals, and taught by his minions to regard himself as of a supe-

rior order of being, his natural cruelty, hardened by habit,

rendered him as insensible to the sufferings of his own spe-

cies as of the brute creation [animals], in conception he was

not slow, but absurd, obstinate, sullen, and impatient of con-

tradictions, but not withstanding this insolent contempt of man-

kind, innate cowardice, the confusion of his ideas rendered

him suspicious of all those who approached him, excepting

his favourites, who were buffoons and profligate men, raised

from menial servants to be his companions with these he lived

in every kind of intemperance and debauchery,  and more es-

pecially in drinking spiritous liquors to an excess, which in-

flamed his passions and inpaired the little understandung with

which he was born. He had, however, cunning enough to carry

himself with mush demureness in the presence of Alloverdy,

whom no one ventured to inform of his real character, for in

despotic states the sovereign is always the last to hear what it

concerns him most to Know.”



“ Making no distinction between wise and virtue, he car-

ried defilement whenever he went, and like a man alienated

in his mind, he made the house of men and women of distinc-

tion the scenes of  his depravity, without minding either rank

or station. In a little time became detested as pharaoh, and

people on meeting him by chance used to say, “ God save us

from him!”

“The Young nawab faced two pronged problems : the

increasing ambitions of the British and the conspiracy of his

disgruntled relatives who were allied with the bureaucrats.

He tried to encounter these by first relieving his maternal

aunt,Begum Ghasiti (a scheming and intriguing person) of her

wealth and slashing the powers of Mir-jafar, the Commander-

in-Chief (Bakshi) of the royal army”.

“ Owing to Siraj-ud-Dawla’s harshness of temper and



indulgence, fear and  terror had settled on the hearts of every-

one to such an extent that no one among his generals of the

army or the noble men of the city was free from anxiety.

Amongst his officers-whoever went to wait on Sirajud-dowla

despaired of  life  and honour, and whoever returned without

being disgraced and ill-treated offerd thanks to God. Sirajud-

Dowla treated all the noblemen and generals of Mahavat Jang

[ Ali Vrdi Khan] with ridicul- and drollery, and bestowed on

each some contemptuous nickname that ill-suited any of them.

And whatever harsh expressions and abusive epithet came to

his lips, Siraj-ud-Dowla uttered them unhesitatingly in the face

of everyone and no one had the boldness to breath freely in

his presence.”



“ On the 24 May 1756 AD Siraj occupied the Cossimbazar

factory of the British. He went on to occupy Calcutta in June

1756 A.D, Next he went to Purnea, Bihar to quell the rebel-

lion of his cousin Shaukat  Jang, also a contestant for the throne.

Taking advantage of this turbulent situation, the British



reconqured Calcutta in February 1757 A.D, and struck a se-

cret deal with Mir-Jafar. When the British captured the French

factory at Chandernagore, the French sought help from Siraj.

The Final showdown between Sirajuddaula and the British

army, commanded by Robert Clive, took palce at the fields of

Plassey, a tiny village, located midway between Calcutta and

Murshidabad. Owing to an act of gross betrayal by Mir-Jafar,

Siraj was defeated on 23rd June 1757 A.D. and Subsequently

killed. Mir-Jafar ascen ded the throne of  Bengal.”
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